
           Since 2013, Canine Companions’ DogFest has 
engaged dog lovers, puppy raisers, graduates and 
supporters from across the country while raising over 
$8M to support the mission of placing assistance dogs 
with children, adults and veterans free of charge. This 
dog-friendly, family-friendly event relies on volunteers 
and supporters to create a fun event in their local 
communities while also fundraising and providing 
outreach for the organization. Because of their passion 
and dedication, nearly 50% of all first-time donors 
to Canine Companions come through DogFest. The 
impact of these volunteers and supporters is huge – 
making 160 matches possible to date.

           Due to 
COVID-19, nearly all 
DogFests planned 
for this summer and 
fall are going virtual. 
Instead of a celebration 
and festival in a park 
or other venue, the 
DogFest event day is 
moving to Facebook. 
Each event has a 
Facebook event page 
and is highlighting 
a number of fun 
activities, and also 
showcasing the Canine 
Companions mission 

through stories and 
videos of graduates 
and puppy 
raisers. There 
are crafts to do 
with your dog, 
contests and 
competitions, 
including some 
events holding 
a “Be the Face 
of DogFest 2021.” 
There will also be a 
virtual marketplace where 
people can shop from a variety of local and non-local 
online vendors.
           LPCCI has participated in DogFest for a number 
of years. Lions Jim and Michele Purton have fundraised 
for DogFest Washington, DC. As you can see from 
these photos, they love to have a LPCCI booth at the 
festival and Jim wears his Lions costume with pride. 
He’s always been a hit with people and dogs alike.
           Lions are invited to participate in any virtual 
DogFest by registering and fundraising. You may 
even ask your local club about forming a team and 
asking individual Lions to join the team. Sponsorship 
opportunities are also available, starting at $250. Any 
Lion with an online business may be interested in being 
a part of the Virtual Marketplace. For more information, 
visit cci.org/DogFest to find a DogFest to support.
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Leon the Lion Mascot with
Canine Companions graduate, Sam Corde
and his Skilled Companion, Nadav.



President’s Outgoing Message 
           I have thoroughly enjoyed my two years of Presidency! There have been 
many successes and a few frantic times while learning about Lions and Lions 
Project for Canine Companions, and stepping outside my comfort zone to lead 
this wonderful giving organization. During my presidency, I was proud to be a 
part of three puppy raisers becoming Lions and Trustees and five Lions Clubs 
in North Central Region became members of LPCCI.  
           As I close this chapter as your outgoing president, I will leave you with 
this: as Lions, “We Serve”! Never give up, remain positive and think outside 
the box to attain our goals. My personal goals for the coming year are to 
purchase two Abdul Awards, sell five Opportunity Drawing books, sign up two 
new Lions Clubs as members of LPCCI, add two Trustees in the North Central 
Region and purchase two Life Memberships. I urge everyone to set goals for 
the coming year as well.
           Let’s all give Michele Purton a big warm welcome and our support as 
LPCCI President for 2020-2021. Together we can make the coming year an 
awesome one for Lions Project for Canine Companions.

Yours in Lionism,
Teresa Hart, LPCCI Past President 

           I am very honored to serve as Lions Project for Canine 
Companions for Independence (LPCCI) President for 2020-2021. 

Following Teresa Hart as President will be a tough job and I am proud to carry 
on with the guidance she has given LPCCI.

           My husband and I started our affiliation for Canine Companions 
for Independence in 2002 when we started puppy raising with a 

beautiful black lab/golden retriever cross named Mercer. We are 
now raising our 10th Canine Companions puppy, Disco, who will 
matriculate in November. He is being co-raised by Lion Linda 
Baran, a first-time puppy raiser who has already applied for 
another pup.
           Our affiliation with Lions started later, in 2005.  I knew 
very little about Lions but our community was establishing a new 
Lions Club. The incoming President of the new Club recruited 
us as members. I joined simply because of the LPCCI. Had there 
not been that connection with Canine Companions, I doubt that I 
would be a Lion today. Now, seeing the wonderful work that Lions 

do world-wide makes me proud to be a member of the organization.
           My husband, Jim, works tirelessly for the Lions and for 

LPCCI. He served a LPCCI President in 2014-2015 and will be a big 
help to me as I take on the upcoming Presidency. I am hoping for 

the same support from other LPCCI members. The current COVID-19 
situation challenges us to find new ways to make a difference but I am 

confident that we will do so. WE SERVE.

Respectfully submitted by,
Michele Purton, LPCCI President

FROM YOUR
NEW PRESIDENT



           Scottsville 
Animal Hospital is a 
bustling, progressive 
Veterinary hospital in 
south central part of 
Kentucky. Our four 
doctors and 11 staff 
members are always 
eager to learn more 
about our passion, the 
animals we love to help 
and the Human-Animal 
bond that drives us. 
Last summer we had 
the opportunity to learn 
about the LPCCI and 
how it supports Canine 
Companions for Independence from Teresa Hart, a long-
time skilled volunteer for that organization. We were so 
impressed about the mission of Canine Companions and 
the special dogs Teresa brought to our presentation that 
we knew we had to do something for them.
           During Fall of 2019 our hospital held a fundraiser 
for the LPCCI. We sold t-shirts and took donations at 
the front desk to help support this organization that 
provides dogs to people with disabilities. We were able 

to raise enough to 
be honored with 
an LPCCI Puppy 
Sponsorship award! 
On March 2, we 
were visited by 
Teresa and her new 
puppy in training, 
Wavey. Teresa will 
be spending the 
next 16-18 months 
preparing Wavey 
for the professional 
training that will 
teach him the skills in 
hopes to graduate as 
Canine Companions 

assistance dog. Wavey is handsome and intelligent and 
we are so honored to be a part of his journey! We hope 
to make this an annual fundraiser for this wonderful 
organization. 

Submitted by,
Shena Graves
Vet Tech for Scottville Animal Hospital

Scottsville Animal Hospital Supports LPCCI

           Who doesn’t love a puppy, especially when 
you can see it every week on TV?  We are excited 
to introduce a very special puppy, Wavey, currently 
being raised by LPCCI Past President, Teresa Hart! 
Wavey joined the morning team of Wave3 NBC 
weekly on Friday mornings to share his journey to 
become a Canine Companions assistance dog. 

Unfortunately, with the current COVID-19 pandemic Wavey has had to stop his 
weekly visits to the news station.  We are hopeful that soon enough you will get to continue watching Wavey’s journey 
in the mornings. Until then, stay up to date on social media by following him on Facebook at Wavey WAVE3 News and 
Instagram @Wavey_Wave3News. 



           Where do you begin 
extolling the attributes of a 
gentle and kind gentleman 
named George Joseph 
Habeeb? Lion George who 
dedicated his life to be 
a kind, loving and giving 
person to all always with 
an infectious smile. Even 
while taking a ribbing and 
having fellow Lions bark 
at him when he entered 
meetings saying, “George 
you are going to the Dogs!” 
he still smiled.
           George was born and 
raised in San Francisco in 
the heart of the Mission District and enjoyed being one of 5 children of Effie and 
John Habeeb. From a very young age starting at 12 years old, he was a leader. 
George spent many summers at Stinson Beach, since there wasn’t a bridge at that time, 
he and 4-5 friends would travel by bus or ferry. They would all enjoy hiking, fishing, 
clamming and cooking the fish as their dinners. They would spend as much as a week 
there just having a great time.

          George went to Mission High and Hastings College.
When the War started, he decided to enlist in the Army and
was chosen to go to Officers Candidate School to become a
Medical Officer and instructor for the Medics in the front lines.
George served in the Army for 16 years and retired as a Captain.  

For the Love
  of



           Little did George know, his desire to serve people would continue for the next 59 
years. George joined the Millbrae Lions Club in 1961 and again excelled in rising in the 
chairs to becoming District Governor for Lions District 4-C4 in 1978 -1979. District Governor 
was just one of the many positions George had, one of his longest was Chaplain for the 
District for 25 years.
           In 1984, George met PDG Neal Isaccson who informed him about LPCCI. Of 
course, George being a lover of dogs he jumped to the chance to become a part of this 
wonderful organization. George became President for two years from 1990-1992.  As 
his LPCCI presidency ended he continued as an Area Director and then as Trustee on a 
continual basis for 36 years until his passing at 102½ when God called him to his service in 
April 2020. 
           For PDG George Habeeb, there was no greater love than to love mankind and 
animals. To be kind and giving of yourself, to be fair, true and honest with all. He always 
loved the slogan, “keep your words kind and sweet, you may have to eat them one day”.  

George will forever be missed and remembered often by many.

Respectfully Submitted by,
Helen Habeeb 

Privileged to marry George in 1950, 70 great years with an amazing man!



           Canine Companions for Independence 
participated at the 16th annual Cars on 5th show 
held on February 8, 2020 on beautiful 5th Avenue 
South in Naples, FL. This event, the largest one-
day event in Naples, 
is organized by the 
Naples Chapter 
of the Ferrari Club 
of America. The 
President of the 
Ferrari Club invited 
Canine Companions to 
participate for the 2nd 
year in a row.  
           The show 
featured more than 
575 cars including 
more than 125 Ferraris 
and other exotic, 
vintage muscle cars 
and more. Although 
they were competing 
with such exotic cars as 
Lamborghini, Porsche, 
and Alfa Romeo, the 
Canine Companions 

pups captured the attention of many of the 30,000 
attendees of the show.
           The event raised $501,000 in important 
funds for St. Matthew’s House, a charity devoted 

to help the homeless 
and those in need 
in the Southwest 
Florida area.
           Lion Jim and I 
enjoyed our day at the 
event helping Canine 
Companions create 
awareness and sharing 
all the great benefits 
of an assistance dog 
and how Lions have 
supported for over 
35 years.  Definitely 
a show you want to 
attend if you’re given 
the opportunity!

Respectfully
Submitted by
Michele Purton,
LPCCI President

Cars on 5th
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LPCCI
New President’s 
Collectors Pin
for 2020

           

Each year the president of our 
foundation designs a collectors pin. 
The purpose of the pin is to generate interest 
in Lions Project for Canine Companions for 
Independence (LPCCI) and to raise a little money 
as well. The pins sell to collectors and supporters 
for $5.00. And while the amount of money raised is 
insignificant, the increased awareness is noteworthy. 
There are many Lions who collect pins quite 
enthusiastically. Conventions for pin collectors are 
held at nearly every conference, convention and 
forum for Lions. The pin collectors like to focus on 
complete sets of pins in various categories, so when 
our pin comes out each year the collectors are eager 
to receive the new issue.
           For the new Lions year that begins July 
1, 2020, our incoming president, Lion Michele 
Purton of the Greater Falls Run Lions Club in 

Fredericksburg, Virginia, has chosen to 
design a pin based on a photo of Canine 
Companions for Independence puppy 

Disco. Michele is a ten-time puppy raiser 
for Canine Companions and Disco is her current 
pup. The photo was taken when he was about 
12 weeks old. Disco has been to Lions meetings 
in Virginia and Florida, where he helps to create 
awareness and recruit new puppy raisers. In fact, 
Disco is being co-raised by a first-time puppy raiser, 
Lion Linda Baran, of the Dahlgren Lions Club in 
Virginia. Lion Linda saw a presentation about LPCCI 
several years ago and wanted to get involved. Upon 
speaking to Lion Michele at a Lions convention 
she decided to take up the offer of being a co-
puppy raiser. Now she’s ready to take on her next 
puppy after Disco goes to professional training in 
November. That is how pins and puppy raisers help 
develop new support for our great organizations, 
Canine Companions & LPCCI.
           The new president’s pin actual size is
1 ½ x 1 ½ inches. It will be available to order for 
$5.00 each on our website www.lpcci.org or 
by mailing your check to LPCCI, PO Box 3986, 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402.



P.O. Box 3896
Santa Rosa, CA 95402

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

During these challenging times,
when we have to distance ourselves

and change the way
we have done so many things in the past,
please know that we will continue to work

with our mission intact and our values
will guide us forward

to better days.


