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From Our District Governor

GLEN
LOGAN

Lessons from the Telegraph Office
Adapted from Author Unknown

G

reetings fellow Lions! I hope
you had a safe and Happy
Thanksgiving.

We had a very successful Fall
Conference. Thanks to all the Lions who
contributed to its success. It was good to see
all of you who attended. To those who could not
attend, we missed you! The following is the full text of my
talk at the Saturday breakfast:
Back when the telegraph was the fastest method of long-distance
communication, a young man applied for a job as a Morse Code
operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the office
address that was listed. When he arrived, he entered a large, busy
office filled with noise and clatter, including the sound of the
telegraph in the background.
A sign on the receptionist's counter instructed job applicants to fill
out a form and wait until they were summoned to enter the inner
office. The young man filled out his form and sat down with the
seven other applicants in the waiting area. After a few minutes,
the young man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner
office, and walked right in.
Naturally, the other applicants wondered what was going on. They
muttered among themselves that they hadn't heard any summons.
They assumed that the young man who went into the office made a
mistake and would be disqualified. But, within a few minutes, the
supervisor escorted the young man out of the office and said to the
other applicants, "Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming,
but the job has just been filled."

The other applicants grumbled, and one spoke up saying: "Wait a
Lion Nanette and I
minute, I don't understand. He was the last to come in; we never
wish you all a
got a chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not fair!"
Joyous
Holiday Season!
The supervisor said, "I'm sorry, but the last several minutes while
Please stay safe
you've been sitting here, the telegraph has been ticking out in Morse
and
Code, 'If you understand this message, then come right in. The job
continue to find
is yours.' None of you heard it or understood it. This young man did.
innovative ways
The job is his."
to serve your
communities.
We are so busy living in a world full of noise and clatter, like that

Check it out & offer comments.

office. People are distracted and unable to hear the message.
So, I ask you: "Are you listening, or are you waiting for the call to
service as Lions? Do you hear your District leadership when they
try to communicate with you?"
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District News
Fall Conference Wrapup
By Cabinet Secretary Carol Byers

T

he Fall Conference was
held at the Dulles Hyatt
Hotel on November 6 and
7, while observing strict Covid
protocols. We had a successful
conference with 145 attendees on
Saturday and more than 60 on Friday
night. A reception was hosted by PDG
Jay Moughon at 5:30pm followed by a plated dinner and
entertainment by the Alexandria Asian-American (AAA)
Lions Club. The AAA Club hosted a DJ as well as a
phenomenal singer Florence Mischler and Roy Torres,
the AAA President, who is a gifted singer as well. The
AAA line-dancers wore colorful costumes and performed choreographed dance steps to “Stayin’ Alive.”
Under the direction of DG Glen Logan, we played a
Mad Libs game involving a fill-in-the-blank questionnaire
followed by a script of fill-in-the-blank answers
that led to some humorous recitals.
We collected nearly 250 pounds of food, equating
to 208 meals, for LINKS, an organization that
serves residents in need in the Herndon, Sterling,
and Ashburn areas. Lion Davida Luehrs and her
husband volunteered to take the food to LINKS.
We also collected new bras for LAMP, and Lion
Valerie Gangwer volunteered to send them to
LAMP for distribution.
We had 16 breakout sessions on Serving Safely in a
Covid Environment (see next page), North America
Membership Initiative (NAMI), a core element of DG
Glen Logan’s goals, Lions are Leaders: 13 Rules for
Leadership, LEARNS Update, Navigating the District
Website, Social Media for Lions, MyLion Training,
Virtual Fundraising, Zone Chairs Forum, PDG Association, and Foundation business meetings, including
LOVF, NOVA Lions Youth Camp, Hearing
Aid Bank, and NOVA Mobile Sight & Hearing
Screening Unit. The available PowerPoints
have been uploaded to the District website
at www.valions.org.
District Governor Glen Logan led a workshop
on “Virtual Fundraising: What Can Lions
Clubs Do To Raise Much-Needed Funds In A
Covid-19 Environment?” with 27 attendees. He
chose this topic in response to feedback from the NAMI
survey of club presidents. He started by identifying
some familiar online fundraising platforms such as
Facebook, GoFundMe.com, and AmazonSMILE. He
provided definitions of virtual fundraising and peer-topeer fundraising, stressing the power of personal social
networks in bringing together large numbers of donors.
Next, he provided three examples of successful Lions
virtual fundraisers–the Montclair Lions Texas Hold’em
Online Poker Tournament, Bailey’s Crossroads Host
Lions Raffle Extraordinaire, and Mason Neck’s Fourth of

July Picnic and Online Concert. He solicited input
from attendees, who added numerous examples of
recent fundraisers.
PDG Jay Moughon led a session on “Lions are
Leaders” using Colin Powell's “13 Rules of Leadership” as a guide for Lions to utilize in their clubs
and the District. Former Secretary of State Colin
Powell in his 2012 book, It Worked For Me,
included “13 Rules” gathered over the years that
formed the basis of his leadership principals. His
rules are short but powerful. Use them as a reminder
to manage emotions, model the behavior you want
from others, and lead your club through adversity.
Lion Kathy Gold, Project Manager for the District
Diabetes grant, “Lions Empowering and Aiding
Regional Nurses in Schools (LEARNS),” led an
update session on the grant project. She gave a
detailed report on how officials in more than 500
schools have taken the Salus Education modules,
including principals, teachers, cafeteria workers, bus
drivers, and school nurses and the difference it has
made in serving children with Type 1 diabetes.
It has changed their perspective, many not
having particular experience with or knowledge of diabetes. Kathy has advised that the
numbers taking the modules are almost as
high as the end of last year, an indication of
the training’s effectiveness as schools haven’t
been operational for six months.
Lion Jim Boatner led a training session on
“Membership: What Is Your Plan?” The training
was attended by seven, including two Zone Chairs,
PDG 24-C Jean Cook, and PID Roy Wilson and ID
Mark Lyons also stopped by for a few minutes. They
had a good discussion of membership challenges
and how to build a club growth plan. The club
membership chair training slides were distributed to
all attendees.
PDG Sally Kenavan, EdD. presided over the PDG
Association meeting. There were 25 in the PDG
meeting and four on Zoom. They completed
the agenda, discussing outstanding business
and setting up for further discussion at the
State Convention. International Director
Mark Lyon commended Sally for using
technology to connect to PDGs who could
not attend in person.
Unanimously approved was the nomination of PDG
Jay Moughon as candidate for International Director.
As President, Sally will submit a letter of recommendation. PCC Clark Vandergrift, Secretary/Treasurer,
gave the Treasurer’s Report and Minutes from the
last meeting in June that were approved. They will
not have a Spring Social, but intend to support and
attend the State Convention from April 22-25 at the
Dulles Hyatt Hotel. The business of the PDG Association will be conducted at the PDG Breakfast. The
Continued on next page.
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Fall Conference Wrapup Continued from page 2
nominating committee also will announce for a vote the
candidates for President and Vice-President for LY 20212022.
Lion Tejas Patel, District IT Chair and Secretary, Alexandria
Lincolnia Lions Club, and 2nd VDG Rose Burrus led MyLion
and Social Media training. Both sessions were attended by
28 Lions. Lions had the opportunity to ask questions and
see actual examples of how to post Social Media and how
to add Activities to MyLion.
Lion Sally Cooney Anderson, District webmaster and Paw
Prints Editor, led “Navigating the District Website” which
had 10 participants, including one Cabinet member and
one Zone Chair. All others represented clubs. About half of
the clubs represented do not yet have websites so Sally
emphasized the importance of setting them up. Participants
asked provoking questions, so the workshop was useful for
those who attended. As a follow up, Lion Sally will write a
Paw Prints article on the importance and first steps of
setting up a club website.
Zone Chair Dan Visone and President of the Aquia Harbour
Host Lions Club led the “Zone Chairs Forum.” His workshop was attended by 12 Zone Chairs and other interested
persons. He discussed the International President’s Goals,
the District Governor’s Goals, Zone Chair Goals, Things
You Should Be Working On, Available Resources, Setting
Up a Zone Calendar, Utilizing Zoom, and a SWOT Analysis
for Clubs.
Be sure to take a look at these PowerPoints on our District
website, www.valions.org.
At the luncheon, IPDG Scott McMurrain handed out 20192020 awards for President, Secretary, Treasurer, State
Achievement, and other special awards to his team. The
highlight of the luncheon was ID Mark Lyons who gave an
uplifting and dynamic message to Lions to continue serving
others in our communities despite the obstacles we may
face. He sprinkled his speech liberally with Hellen Keller
quotes like, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do
so much.” An avid disciple of Keller who, after college,
became a well-known lecturer by sharing her experiences
with audiences. She brought inspiration by being a powerful
example of how determination and hard work can allow
anyone to overcome life’s most terrible obstacles. ID Lyons
encouraged clubs to think of new ways to rebrand themselves, reimagining clubs to grow membership, reaching
out with new technologies, working together to achieve
core missions and goals. Quoting Keller, Lyons said, “We
can do anything we want to if we stick to it long
enough.” He challenged us with these letters
“WWYB,” which asks the question,
“What will you bring?,” concluding
with another Keller quote, Lyons said,
“The only thing worse than being blind
is having sight but no vision.” Everyone
has plentiful gifts to bring to Lions.
Working together, you can and will
achieve great things!

From Council Chair &
Global Leadership Team
District Coordinator
(GLT-D)

WILMA
MURPHY

o

ver the past few months, I provided
information about online training through
Lions University. This month, I am introducing you to hands-on training. There are
several opportunities, including: ELLI, RLLI,
ALLI and FDI. This article focuses on the
Regional Lions Leadership Institute (RLLI).
The purpose of this Institute is to prepare Lions
for leadership positions at all levels. It provides
a great opportunity to network with other Lions
across the state and share ideas. The course
curriculum includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lion Fundamentals
Diversity
Conflict Resolution
Time Management
Public Speaking
Leadership
Fundamentals

The Institute will be held at the Holiday Inn in
Roanoke, Virginia, March 5-7, 2021. Your cost
is $150, plus transportation; the remainder
(lodging, meals, and course materials) are paid
for by our District and a grant from LCI.
You will find that we have some of the best
instructors in Virginia teaching these courses:
PID Richard Chaffin, PCC Chet Kramer, PCC
Marty Alford, PDG Heather Jones-Lancto, and
PDG Jay Moughon (our very own International
Director candidate).
If you are interested, or if
you know of someone
who might be interested,
please share the
application. Return it to
to me prior to January 15. I look forward to
receiving it.

Pictured:
Donalda Lovelace,
Carol Byers and
Sally Cooney
Anderson receive
Certificates of Appreciation
from International President Dr. Jung-Yul Choi
in recognition of Distinguished Achievements.
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District News
Serving Safely in a Covid Environment
By Carol Byers, Cabinet Secretary

M

y presentation was on “Serving
Safely in a Covid Environment”
that focused on “Thinking Outside
the Box.” There were 23 attendees plus ID
Mark Lyon and PID Roy Wilson dropped by
to listen briefly. Covid has changed the way all
Clubs operate. We can’t operate the same way we
have in the past because Covid has changed the
dynamics that were accustomed to. Many clubs
have adapted to this new environment by hosting
meetings on Zoom, a social media platform, and
holding meetings outside while the weather was
still warm. In Virginia, we are fast approaching
winter weather and will not be able to meet outside, so we must be able to adapt to new ways
of doing things, at least temporarily.
While we are somewhat restricted in the way we
do service activities, we can remain active in our
communities and fulfill needs there. For example,
providing food and necessary items for families
that are suffering during Covid with food insecurity,
with children home from school, as well as handling daycare toddlers. Many parents have become
homeschoolers since they have been forced to
work at home. While they are fortunate to be able
to telework, this has caused a hardship on many
families because Covid restrictions don’t allow
mingling with other families in close environments.
So, what else can we do? You can set up networks
to check on families and fellow Lions by phone,
Zoom, or Skype to make sure their socializing
needs are being met. People need human interaction with one another to thrive. When that is challenged, people can become depressed, lonely, or
worse. We can make sure they’re not forgotten and

This Month’s Spotlight

encourage them. Ask them if they need anything that you
can drop off to their homes. Wave through the window
or hold a conversation on the porch. Tell them
you’re looking forward to seeing them and
working closely together again.
As far as completing service projects, you can
continue to collect food, pill bottles, stamps for
wounded warriors, eyeglasses, and other items
until such time as we can return to normal. You
can make things for people who are hospitalized,
like lap blankets, knitted or crocheted items, like sweaters
and potholders, or holiday crafts that you can sell online
or give away.
As clubs, we can invent new service projects that do
not require participation by all such as
planting trees and winter flowers, and
cleaning up our environment, and so
forth. One attendee shared that, while
they could not go into schools this
year, their club decided to buy $300
worth of books for children and
arranged with the school librarian
curbside pickup so children could
check out books and pick them up
curbside from the librarian. We discussed
starting support groups within your club and Zone for
dealing with cancer, diabetes, and caregiving for children
or older family members.
In the meantime, thinking outside the box means online
fundraisers and possibly adding a donate button to your
website, which the Aquia Evening Lions has done. Our
club, with the Aquia Harbour Host Lions, held a White
Cane fundraiser online. The Montclair Lions Club held a
more successful Texas Hold ‘Em online fundraiser than
their usual onsite event. You can host fundraisers for
Virtual Walks for Vision and Diabetes to help those less
fortunate and participate in the Walks yourself.
These are just a few ways to continue serving safely in a
Covid environment!

Random Phone Call
By Lion Andria Post

A

Click here to

local and passionate mother in Woodbridge
called our club and explained that her son has
serious vision problems and was in desperate
need of eyeglasses. “Could we help?” was the question
posed to our club?

Learn more about
SightFirst
and their
30-year legacy.

Without hesitation, and by that afternoon, Lion Bill
Daly quickly made arrangements for an eye exam
with America’s Best Eye Center. Ultimately, the
young man was fitted with the perfect pair of eyeglasses
for him, and now he sees the world as it should be!

The Lions of Woodbridge were glad to assist. This
young man’s life became brighter and his Mom is so
much happier.
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District 24-L Fall Conference

District 24-L Fall Conference

From Global Membership Team District
Coordinator (GMT) & PDG
SALLY
s 2020 comes to a
KENAVAN

A

screeching halt, may
we remember when it
began. In March, COVID-19 was
upon us. One minute everything was
normal, schools were open to
in-person classes, food markets
carried lots of toilet paper, paper
towels, and napkins. Then, boom!
Lysol spray was the first to disappear…
GONE! Then went the paper towels,
from big packs with several rolls of towels
to smaller rolls which only lasted one day. Next, signs
appeared in the supermarkets limiting items to two
per visit, and face masks became mandatory for
everyone.
Going to the doctor became
an ordeal. You were asked
to call when you got to the
parking lot, then wait until
they called you before you
could go into the waiting room.
Your temperature was checked
every time you entered a store,
doctor’s office, or beauty parlor. We were all being
cautious and following CDC guidelines. And, all the
time, we were thinking “What’s next???”
We are still Lions, standing tall with a ROAR and
a helpful hand to extend to those in need, especially
over the holidays. We can still do small acts of kindness and reach out to others in our communities and
our District! Call a friend, hug your children, write a
letter to your grandchild, and remain active, even
while you stay
at home.
We have come
a long way, and
we have miles
and miles to go
before we sleep.

Club Officer Resources
Why and How to report your service Webinar
Just Ask
Membership Growth Events
Your Club Your Way

Warm wishes
for a Blessed
Holiday Season.
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NAMI News

Tips for Recruitment & Retention
By Your District 24-L NAMI Team

H

ave you ever been asked by a prospective Lion, or even a
new member, “Why do Lions club members pay membership
dues to LCI?” If you are like us, you think of a couple of things,
but you do not feel like you always provide enough information. Here
is a quick rundown:


To belong and support the largest service organization in the
world.

Did I Miss
 To legally use the name, official logo, and emblems.
Something?
By SVDG Lion Rose Burrus
 To have insurance protection at
North America Membership Initiative Team Member
community events and service
projects.
any Lions are familiar with or are learning to use MyLion to

M

report and share club activities. In past issues of Paw Prints,
articles stress the importance of documenting club activities.
Here are a few tips:



To receive top-notch quality
training and materials.



To receive LCIF grants, including
humanitarian, disaster relief,
service, and other project grants.



To run programs like the Peace
Poster competition, Youth
Exchange, Leo Clubs, and more.



To be able to participate in
self-improvement courses like
the Emerging Lions Leadership
Institute (ELLI), the Advanced
Lions Leadership Institute, the
Regional Lions Leadership
Institute (ALLI), the Faculty
Development Institute (FDI),
the USA/Canada Forum, and
International Conventions.



To support membership, club,
district, and multiple district
awards programs.



To participate in the Melvin
Jones Fellowship program.

❑ To create a MyLion account, you must have your Lions member
number.
❑ Any member with an account can access MyLion but they are only
able to plan activities. They cannot report. Club Presidents, Secretaries,
Service Chairs and Club Administrators can plan and report activities.
❑ Once you enter an activity, remember to hit Submit and look for the
Successfully Submitted window to pop up. When you see the window,
you will know the activity has been properly reported.

❑ If you have set up a future activity and the date of the event has
passed, it moves to the unreported section of MyLion. Once your event
is complete, remember to go back to submit an update.
❑ Check your club’s activities to see if there are “unreported” actions:
 Log in to MyLion. Select the MyLion tab.
 At the top right of your screen, select the Activities tab.
 On the left side of the screen, you will see Filters. From the Filters
list select Past Activities.
 Select Club Activities.
 Select Status of Unreported.
 You should see activities that may have been entered but not
completed as reported. If you have items that pop up, review them
and either complete the reporting process or delete the item.
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District News

New Resources for Clubs Added to the
District Website

Bland Music Competition
By PCC Shirley Wilson, District & State
Bland Chairperson

I

s your club or are you contributing
in any way to the success of the James
Bland Music Scholarship Program? If not, I am
asking for your assistance. As District Chairperson
of the Northeast Region, our District is in need of
more club participation and Lion volunteers to serve
as chairpersons. Below is list of competitions held
last year in the District 24-L Northeast Region.
Northeast Region
Zone A - Bailey’s Crossroads Host
Zone B – Alexandria Host (Instrumental Only),
Falls Church-Annandale
Zone C - Mason Neck, Mount Vernon Evening
(Instrumental)
Zone D - Montclair
Zone E - None
Zone F - Lovettsville/Purcellville, Middleburg,
Reston, Sterling
Zone G - None
Zone H - Culpeper Mid Day, Rappahannock
Zone I – None
Zone J - None
As you can see from the list above, only six out of
the ten zones, representing twelve clubs, held
competitions. Over the past ten years, the number
has decreased on a yearly basis. We are giving
fewer of the talented musicians residing in the
northern part of Virginia an opportunity to compete
in our scholarship competition.
As a Lion, how can you change this? Host a
competition or join with other clubs in your zone to
host a competition. You can volunteer to serve as
chairperson or a member of the Bland Committee in
your club. You do not need to be a musician.
Organizing and planning a competition is a step-bystep process just like any other project. You will find
it to be not only a rewarding, but also an enjoyable
experience.
Visit the Lions of Virginia Bland Music Scholarship
Foundation at www.blandfoundation.org. Find out
what you need to do to sponsor a competition. The
handbook explains everything in detail and includes
all the forms. In addition, you can see pictures of
previous years’ state winners.
Please include the competition on your club’s priority list for 2020-2021. Club competitions begin in
February so there is still time for you to make this
happen!

As your district chairperson, I am available to assist
you in making this a reality for your club and/or region. You can contact me at shirlw@comcast.net.

Club Websites — Just Do It!
By Sally Cooney Anderson
District Webmaster

A

t the Fall Conference, I learned that there are
still many clubs that either do not have club
websites, or they have sites that are not being
maintained. Especially now, when we are spending
more time at home, a club website can be a very
valuable tool in sharing information and recruiting new
members. Below are a few steps to get you started:






Discover if your club has a website.
Choose a member to maintain the site.
Apply for an e-Clubhouse site.
Look at other clubs’ websites for ideas.
Start by designing the public pages. You can do the
Member Only pages later.
 Create a home page that is the “door” to your club.
Assume that someone might go there without
knowing anything about Lions.
If you need assistance, contact
sallycooneyanderson@yahoo.com.
Here are a few examples of club
websites to give you some
ideas and to inspire you:
Fredericksburg Host
Arlington Northwest
Remington
Chancellor Host
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Organization News
By John A. Beere
Secretary, Manassas Host
Lions Club

I

’d like to introduce you to
two Lions in the District
who are recipients of Canine Companions for
Independence service dogs. They are Nancy
Lagasse and Shea Megale. Lion Nancy is with
the Warrenton Sunrise Club and with service
dog, Writer, a gentle 90+ pound giant. She is a
devoted advocate for the Lions Project for Canine Companions.
Nancy was a nurse, homemaker, sculptor, piano player, horseback rider, and baker. In 2000, she was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis, and “My life as I knew it changed forever. I could no longer do the things that I loved so
dearly. Once I digested the news of my diagnosis, I made the decision that would change the course of my life.
I refused to be defined by multiple sclerosis. I knew that people saw my chair, but I wanted them to see me.”
“A few years later I was blessed to receive my first service dog through Canine Companions for Independence.
Arkin allowed me to redefine my life and begin my new journey by getting involved with the community. I began
doing presentations to educate groups about service dogs and the laws that protect them. My favorite presentation is about puppy training classes. Presentations and demonstrations show puppy raisers what they were
working towards and strike a chord with first timers who are concerned about returning their puppies. When I
demonstrated what my dog could do for me and how the puppy raisers were definitely the heroes, they began
to understand what they were accomplishing.
“I work throughout the DC Metro Area with those who are newly-diagnosed and those with chronic illness. I am
certified in mental health first aid with Safe (which helps victims of domestic violence), Childhelp (a residential
facility for children who have experienced significant violence), the women's support group at the Culpeper town
jail, Healthy Culpeper, (a conglomerate of organizations that come together monthly to share ideas and updates),
Disability Services Advisory Committee, Disability Coalition of Northern and Northwestern Virginia, and Canine
Companions. I was honored to attend Senator Reese's presentation when he announced a new bill for National
Service Dog Day, and I represented Canine Companions for Independence at the 25th anniversary of the ADA
in Washington DC.

“In 2005 Arkin retired, and I received Writer, named for our honorary chairman, author Dean Koontz. Going to
Oceanside, California is number one on my bucket list now. I’d love to introduce Mr. Koontz to his namesake!
“On June 4, 2008, I joined the Warrenton Sunrise Lions Club. I took on the position of the committee chairman
for the Lions Project for Canine Companions for Independence. I became one of the Trustees for Area 24 in
Virginia, and most recently, I have become part of Canine Companions for Independence Heritage Society.
“Every day is a good day. Even the bad days are good! I embrace my new favorite quote, ‘There are those
people who look at the glass as being half-full. There are those who look at the glass as being half empty.’ What
they don't realize is that the glass is refillable. Monday is my favorite day of the week. I participate in adaptive
horseback riding! Tuesday is my adaptive yoga day. Sunday is the day that I speak with my new friend who
lives in California. She found me on Facebook and owns Writer's full sister and litter mate, Wrena. I have a dear
friend who is a longtime puppy raiser. She said that when she joined this fabulous organization, she thought it
was all about the dogs. She soon came to realize that it wasn't about the dogs, it was about the people. We are
a family, regardless of where we live and whether we are puppy raisers or recipients.
“Recently, I did my first virtual presentation for a Lions club in California! They were across an entire country,
3,000 miles apart and yet it was like they were right next door. Lions also have become a family regardless of
where we live.”
If Nancy looks familiar, she was the cover story for the March, 2017 issue of Lion Magazine.
Continued on next page.
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Lions Project for CCI Continued from page 10
Lion Shea and service dog, Pierre II, are members of
the Clifton Lions Club. Shea was introduced to the Lions
Club by her association with Canine Companions for
Independence (CCI) and Lions Jim and Michele Purton,
who raised Pierre's predecessor, Mercer.
Together, Jim, Shea, and now Pierre combine forces
to raise money for fostering more service dogs for
wounded veterans, trauma therapy services, and
other people like Shea. Pierre knows how to tug
open Shea's file cabinet drawer, pick up fallen objects,
and he specializes in lounging unprofessionally across the laps of
classmates at the University of Virginia, where Shea is a history major.
Pierre has delighted Shea and others for more than five years since they
first met; they have flown all across the country to fundraising events and
even red carpet premieres. The latest pre-Covid fundraising event they
worked was for CCI's veterans initiative, which took place on the USS
Intrepid, where Shea's grandfather retired as a Rear Admiral, USN, over
three decades earlier.
Shea was inducted into the Lions Club on
October 29, 2016 by International Director
Sam Lindsey, with Pierre II close at hand.
They have fond memories of beginning
Lionism with the Manassas Host Lions Club.
Shea, a teacher and published author with St.
Martin's Press, is passionate about Lionism
as a way to alleviate pain in many walks of
life, either through CCI, or by writing letters to
prisoners, volunteering with a suicide hotline,
packing lunches for impoverished school
children, and leading park clean-ups. Both
Shea and Pierre stand for courage and love,
and urge their fellow Lions to be strong and
have hope in these challenging times.
Says Shea, "If you are in
pain and you think I can
help, reach out to me at
www.scmegale.com.
Would your club like to
know more about CCI
and the Lions project
that provides support?
We can provide a
presentation over Zoom
and include one of our own District 24-L
Lions and a canine companion.
For more information, contact me, Lion John
Beere at johnbeere@outlook.com. Please
reference “Lions” in the subject line so your
e-mail doesn’t get lost in my spam folder.
You can also contact Lion Jim Purton at
703-346-1804.
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Organization News

I

Foundation Fighting Blindness
By Lion Davida Luehrs
participated in a quarterly Foundation Fighting Blindness
Insights recent call. Jason Menzo, FFB COO provided
a wonderful overview in his opening remarks. The event
will soon be posted on their website. As a chapter leader/
volunteer and National Trustee, I am very pleased and
excited about both the FFB strategic direction and the
scientific advances that are being made. The 2021,
now metro-wide, VisionWalk will be Saturday, May 1,
at the Lincoln Memorial.
Following is a summary of comments made by Menzo.
There is meaningful progress happening all over the
world, and as we prepare to celebrate 50 years of
Impact, we are launching a new theme: “Together,
We’re Winning.” This campaign emphasizes many
constituents, including our national organization, the
robust scientific community, our chapters, volunteers, and donors all coming together to fight the
diseases that cause blindness. That said, it’s not
just about fighting these diseases; it’s also about
celebrating the wins and many small victories
along the way.”

The campaign was launched at the beginning of
October to coincide with Blindness Awareness
Month. As we prepare for our 50th anniversary
year coming up in 2021, expect to see more emphasis
on the many ways we are winning together as a community.
Building off this campaign, one of our key initiatives in the coming year is to connect
more deeply into our communities across the country through our National Chapter Network. We
believe that a high performing and well-structured community-based grassroots organization will provide an
immense amount of energy and support for our organization. Our vision is to develop an even stronger national
chapter network, building on the success of our current footprint and growing it, both in terms of the number of
active chapters, as well as the number of engaged members in each one. We have begun executing our plans
with the recent hiring of an experienced National Director of Chapter Engagement, Ms. Renee Paulsell. We are
very pleased to have Renee on board and look forward to communicating more about our Chapter
Development plans in the coming months.
Shifting gears, as we continue to navigate the challenging environment caused by the global pandemic, we’ve
been working to not just navigate, but actually thrive in this new environment. One of our latest initiatives is a
new series we launched over the summer called “Music to our Eyes,” a livestream music series which features
a concert and conversation with a special guest that has a connection to our mission. The purpose of this
series is to raise awareness and funds, especially among new audiences who may not be familiar with the
Foundation. Our first event was held in August with acclaimed rock band, X Ambassadors. The band shared
personal stories of their connection to our mission and played a few of their top hits, including Renegades and
Unsteady. There were more than 40,000 views on Facebook. A replay of the event can be found on our
YouTube and Facebook pages.
Thanks to our partners on this event, Two Blind Brothers, founded by Bradford and Bryan Manning, who
formed an apparel company to create ultra-soft clothing, build community, and donate 100 percent of profits
towards research and finding cures for blinding conditions. We are grateful for their support and for all our
participants and donors. We will be announcing our next act in the series shortly, so stay tuned!
Another special day for the Foundation was our Fall National Virtual VisionWalk held October 24. This
one-day event was an opportunity for supporters from across the nation to come together virtually to raise

Continued on next page.
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awareness and funds for our mission. This year, VisionWalkers were encouraged
to be creative in how they participated with some walking on treadmills, others
going on socially-distanced walks at local parks or around their neighborhoods, or
hosting a virtual meeting with team members. The program featured teams from
across the country meeting and sharing experiences and stories online and was a
great success. The event exceeded $1 million raised and adds to the great
success of the VisionWalk series. Over the past 15 years, through the generosity
of more than 200,000 walkers, donors, and corporate sponsors, VisionWalk has
raised more than $55 million to fund research.

In addition to key fundraisers such as the VisionWalk, we also partner with corporate and industry players who provide financial support for Foundation initiatives.
I’m pleased to announce that we have two new corporate sponsors for the My
Retina Tracker Program, which offers open access, no-cost genetic testing and
genetic counseling for individuals living in the U.S. with a clinical diagnosis of an
inherited retinal disease. These corporate partnerships are critical to our success.
In this current world of virtual events, we continue to search for more innovative
opportunities for our community to connect. One of these opportunities was our
National Chapter Webinar held on November 21. This event was presented by
the Foundation Fighting Blindness Arizona and Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky
Chapters, and featured speakers: Ben Shaberman, the Foundation’s Senior
Director of Scientific Outreach, who provided an update on the latest in research
and Foundation news, and Dr. Paul Bernstein, a well-recognized expert in nutrition
for retinal health, with Moran Eye Center at the University of Utah, presented
perspectives on nutritional habits and therapies for people with inherited retinal
diseases and age-related macular degeneration.

Organization News

It is that time
of year again!
Lions of Virginia
Foundation
is selling raffle tickets
in packets of 30 for $30.
$1 for each ticket.
First Prize is $10,000!
Second and third
are $500 each.
Drawing is on April 25.

Another exciting event is planned for Sunday, February 28, 2021, called Hope
from Home: A United Night to Save Sight. This event will celebrate Rare Disease
Day and help kick off the Foundation’s 50th Anniversary year. This interactive
virtual experience will feature incredible entertainment and provide an opportunity
to connect with others from the comfort of your own home — all while raising
critical funds to further our mission.

Only 1 Winner
for $10,000!

We have added a few new items to our website. The first is a great resource
called the Clinical Trial Pipeline. There you will find a list of all known clinical trials
being conducted in the inherited retinal disease space, along with their disease
focus, phase of progress in clinical development, and the sponsoring organization.

$10 to LOVF
and
$20 to Your Club.

And, we also are launching our official Merchandise Store with a variety of tee
shirts, hats, coffee mugs, and even a few items for your furry friends. These
products are an easy way to help increase awareness for the Foundation and
support our mission just in time for the holidays.

Contact Tom Kenavan
540-659-1399
fussasan@comcast.net

In regard to our financials, the Foundation operates on a July-June fiscal year. Our final audited financial results
for FY 2020 showed revenue of $34.7 million, which included $3.1 million of investment income and a new $15
million RD Fund commitment. Operating expenses were $14 million. The net result was an organizational
surplus of about $6 million, which will support new research to fulfill previous commitments. The audited
financial statements are available on our website.
For Fiscal Year 2021, our budget includes targeted revenue of $21.2 million and operating expenses of $14.5
million, with funds to support new research of approximately $6.7 million. Through the first quarter, we have
revenue of $2 million and expenses of $3 million, which is in line with our expectations. It’s important to note that
in the first quarter of each fiscal year, we typically have lower revenue. That said, we are experiencing declines
in revenue due to COVID-19, and are working to address this through many creative events and initiatives. We
are humbled by and grateful for all the support in funding and volunteering that enables us to fund critical
research during this challenging time. While we can’t predict the short- or long-term consequences of this pandemic, we can count on the strong support of our community, and we can’t thank you enough.
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Deaf / Blind Guide Dog Training
By Lion Chuck Schwab
MD24-L Leader Dogs for the Blind Chair

Organization News

T

his month, let’s look at Leader Dogs Deaf/Blind program. Every year, deaf/
blind clients come to Florida to take part in this special training opportunity
at their warm weather location. There are only a few guide dog schools
around the world that train guide dogs for the deaf/blind community and
Leader Dogs for the Blind is one of those schools.
It takes an extremely mature Leader Dog to be
placed in this program. In addition to the
regular training that takes place, these dogs
must be able to learn and take commands
from their handlers, using hand signals.
Many of these dogs are also dualtrained to respond and alert their
partners to various sounds like
doorbells.

Leader Dogs that are chosen for this program
receive special training using clickers and food rewards
to reinforce the desired responses. Special emphasis is placed on traffic awareness
and street crossings. Even with this expanded training, Leader Dogs are not expected to
make decisions on their own as to when it is safe to cross an intersection. Clients too, must be able
to determine if it is safe by using crossing signs, vibrating crossing signals that some communities have
installed, or by using their remaining sight or hearing abilities.
Guide dogs that are placed in this program must be very attentive to their environments to make sure their
partners are safe. Due to the high energy level of German Shepherds, this breed is not used in this program.
Clients who attend this program have various degrees of hearing and vision loss. Most of the
clients have Ushers Syndrome, a genetic disease passed on from one generation
to another. With today’s technology, some clients with Ushers Syndrome
decide to get
cochlear implants,
but others do not.
Every year, there
is a waiting list to
receive a Leader
Leader Dog from
this program. Because of your support, Leader Dogs
for the Blind can offer this special program to a
segment of our population that might otherwise be
left behind.
Until next month, stay safe and remember that in
every Leader Dog beats the heart of a Lion.
As always, you can reach me at
lionclschwab@netscape.net.
Pictured above: Instructional training with one of Leader
Dogs Guide Dog Instructors at a street crossing, using
crossing signs or vibrating tactile crossing buttons.

Leader Dogs for the Blind wishes
you and your family
a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
Thank you for your continued support
in making everyone unstoppable.
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Christmas Tree Sales

Club News

Clifton Lions Club

7’ – 8’ Fraser Firs
#1 Quality - $80 Fresh Cut
All Proceeds Go To Charity
Northern Virginia Therapeutic
Riding Program

St. Peter’s in the Woods
Episcopal Church Parking Lot
5911 Fairview Woods Dr
Fairfax Station, VA 22039
GPS 5838 Ox Rd (123)

The Lamb Center

Clifton Lions Club
PO Box 41
Clifton, VA 20114

A Place To Stand

Visit Our Website

Life with Cancer

Girl and Boy Scouts
St. Jude Children’s Hospital

Trees are Selling Quickly!
Before going to a sales location, check with the club.
During our first weekend, the Fredericksburg Club
sold nearly 200 trees!
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Club News
Woodbridge
By Lion Andria Post

Holiday Note

F

rom our Woodbridge
Club, we wanted to take a moment to wish
you holiday greetings of Merry Christmas,
Happy Hanukkah, and Happy Kwanza. As it should
be, we continue to overcome many challenges with
this world-wide pandemic, and we continue to help
others. So, at this moment, we hope for positive
outcomes after a very challenging 2020. We share
in the love of family and friends, and we are grateful
for our spiritual beliefs for the good of all. Happy
Holidays and a very Happy New Year
to each of you!
Supporting Foster Teens During the
Holidays

I

t’s Christmas morning and for
some, there are no trees or
any gifts. Some foster teens are
in tough situations, especially with the
dilemmas resulting from COVID-19.
So, understanding that bleak picture,
our Club tried to make several teens a little
happier. Unlike the USMC-sponsored Toys for Tots,
foster teens (13-18) are sometimes overlooked.
For the past six years, dedicated Lion Dee Pfeiffer
has been the lead in supporting the Countysponsored Christmas Project for Foster Children/
Young Adults. The program provides specifics as
to gender, sizes and, of course, the proverbial “wish
list” of other items that teens want and enjoy. Not
much fun in another pair of socks, is there? So, in
addition to personal gifts, sizeable gift cards are
also provided for each teen to purchase a gift of
their choice. We wish all of them a very Merry
Christmas.
A Reflection

D

r. Jung-Yul Choi, International President
noted: “When we serve, it’s more than an
act of kindness. It’s personal.
Your dedication enriches the lives of the
people you know and strengthens the
relationships you share. You are more
than a volunteer — you are an essential
part of your community. And that connection matters more than ever.”
Thanks for the reminder, Dr. Choi. We are
indeed an essential part of the community
and WE PROUDLY SERVE.

Did You Know?

W

e currently have nine couples that are active
members of the Woodbridge Lions Club. (At
one time, we actually had ten.) We may not
be the first club, but we should be high in the
ranking of this unique statistic! Couples participate
in many activities, including supporting our annual
golf tournament, fundraisers, eyeglass recycling, food
deliveries to shelters, and community-sponsored
events. They serve as club officers and committee
leads. Couples are: Mary & Pete Demeter, Joyce & Jim
Jolly, Linda & Bob Kahn, Peg & Don Montanaro,
Andria & Dave Post, Deb & John Relph, Sharon & Phil
Schrack, Janice & John Wagner, Pam Newberry &
Dennis Wyatt. Way to go Woodbridge Lions Club!
Annual Coat Drive

O

ur coat drive, spearheaded by Lion Dee
Pfeiffer, was held in
partnership with the Montclair
Lions. By early November, our
Club made two deliveries to the
Mother of Mercy Free Medical
Clinic in Woodbridge. We were
pleased to donate more than 300
coats and jackets for the needy.
We are still accepting donations.
The final delivery will be on
December 11. Contact Dee at
redskingrandma@verizon.net
or 703-680-6415.

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to
Lion Samantha.
She and Paul Engel
said “I DO” on
October 31. We
wish them many
happy years
together.

#LionsFightDiabetes Hashtag

W

e support International President, Dr.
Jung-Yul Choi, in noting that November 14
was World Diabetes Day. We aim to
enhance awareness, and inform members and friends
in our community. We were delighted to have RN
Nancy Griggs as our speaker at our recent Zoom
meeting. Her presentation provided great insight and
understanding that “the solution begins at home.”
Nancy is active on the Virginia Diabetes Council and
with the Lions LEARNS Subcommittee in the Prince
William County School system. We thank
her for joining us in a world-wide effort
“where Lions can make a difference.”
Seafood Still Available

L

ion Phil will make one
final trek. See next page for
details. Order by December
14 for delivery on December 19.
Contact 540-349-2735 or
pschrack@aol.com.
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2020 IS OUR 21st YEAR OF SELLING GREAT SEAFOOD!

Charity
Golf
Tournament

emnants of Hurricane Sally
skirted by and Mother Nature
ensured that there was no
rainfall for our 13th annual golf
tournament. At 1pm, a cavalcade
of golf carts zoomed by to their
designated placement on the
course. The event was held at
Forest Greens Golf Course with 63
avid golfers hitting the links under
overcast skies with intermittent sun.
Perfect! An awesome success
unfolded with event leader Lion
Jim Jolly and Lion Bob Kahn and
committee members worked out
the logistical endeavors. While
ensuring all COVID-19 safety
precautions were in place, our
Safety Station included forehead
thermometer checking, hand
sanitizers, table wipes, and
disposable masks and gloves.
Governor Ralph Northam
would be pleased with us!
Members volunteered for
various jobs to support the
event, from start to finish. We
had great prizes and silent
auction offerings from our
local merchants.
A tremendous round of
applause to our sponsors and
vendors. Expressions of gratitude
also to our loyal golf supporters
and friends. This was another
successful fundraiser for us
and the community in the
spirit of helping others!
We thank you once again.
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Club News

Installation of Officers — Lions Shirley and Roy Wilson
presided over the installation of officers at our September 26
meeting at Glory Days in Barcroft. Lions Carolyn Buttolph and
Kevin Barnett were awarded Melvin Jones Fellow recognition
for their humanitarian work. Lion Todd Manahan received the
Lions of Virginia Foundation (LOVF) Distinguished Humanitarian
Award.
Raffle Extraordinaire — The Raffle Extraordinaire was held
virtually on October 23 from Lion Todd Manahan’s upstairs room.
Total income was $13,700. It was remarkable that we sold 125
tickets! Expenses of $5,750 left us with a profit of $7,950. With
this successful raffle, we can make our usual donations to local
charities. Many thanks to Lions Debbie Chaffin and Shirley Wilson
for their detailed handling of tickets and keeping track of winners.
Thanks to PID Roy Wilson for emceeing the event. Lions Kevin
Barnett and Aron Hinson took care of the number board. Thanks
to both for technical support and troubleshooting our first ZOOM
experience. We had almost 30 friends watching virtually!
Lions Barb Browning and Zone Chair Bob Otey served as
our cheerleaders.
Serving Our Community — Our club continues to collect
items for Bailey’s Shelter and Supportive Housing. In
addition, we will provide Thanksgiving meals
for two families from Glasgow Middle
School. We are collecting for Toys for
Tots. And, we are supporting a familyin-need from Justice High School
for the holidays.
Aquia Harbour

T

he club will once again distribute
Thanksgiving food baskets to
families in need. In addition, the Special Needs
Holiday Party is still happening, just in a different
format. On Saturday, December 5, vans from the
special needs homes in five counties will arrive
at the Holiday Inn. As they arrive, Lions will
deliver packages to each van.
President Lion Tom
Reed (pictured left)
was officially presented his
Progressive Melvin Jones Pin.
On November 21, 300 trees
arrived for us to sell.
Volunteers are needed to help
unload the trees and organize
them. If you can help, please sign up by going to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A084AAFAF2BA6FF2-2020
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Broadway Lions Roar
By Lion John Knepper, PDG, PCC
LCIF Vice Area Leader

Club News

D

Pictured above: The
Broadway Lions Club presented a check
for $6,000 to Camp Jigsaw for the 2020 virtual
camp. Left to right: John C. Myers Elementary
School staff members Tiffany Sherman, Jill
Rice, and Scott Showalter for Camp Jigsaw;
and Past President Dianne Cox, Lion Mary
Beth Schwab and Treasurer Dan Fraser from
the Broadway Lions.

Clarke County
By PCC Sharon Hart, Secretary

C

orona is not stopping the Clarke
County Lions Club from doing a
variety of service projects. Even
though all of us cannot participate in every
service project or fundraiser, we still have
a lot of activity.
Eyeglass recycling at our facility in
Winchester has been very busy. Last
week, more than 2,300 pairs of regular
glasses and six large boxes of sunglasses
were provided to the Lions Eyeglass
Distribution Center in Arlington.

We also “re-sanded” the community playground sandbox at Chet Hobart Park in
Berryville with new, beautiful, white sand.
In 1941, Lion Chet Hobert recruited 19
men to become charter members of the
Clarke County Lions Club. He was a
wonderful Lion who served as DG from
1949 to1950.
We had a very successful golf tournament
at Sly Fox Golf Club in Front Royal. Ticket
sales are roaring for the Henry Rifle raffle.
All 300 tickets are sold. The drawing will
be held at our next meeting.
Basye Bryce Mountain
Lynn Driver
Sponsor: Peter Kopf
Deborah Goddard
Sponsor: Jean Klinge

espite the challenges that the corona virus pandemic
has wreaked upon us, the Broadway Lions Club
continues to work to serve our community. At our
October 13 meeting, the Club presented a symbolic check
to John C. Myers Elementary School for Camp Jigsaw, a
summer day camp for autistic children. The official presentation had been delayed due to scheduling challenges.
Camp Jigsaw actually took place in July and, due to the corona
virus, it was converted to a virtual event this year. This contribution was made possible by a $1,500 donation from the Broadway
Lions, a $1,500 District and Club Community Impact Grant from
LCIF, and a $3,000 matching funds grant from the Lions of
Virginia Foundation.

During 2020, the Broadway Lions continued to raise funds to
provide services to our community, when many others determined it was not feasible, by organizing five chicken barbecues.
Club members were determined to continue to serve and
converted the event to a drive-through sale to eliminate lines and
close contact and to ensure that safe practices were implemented
in the preparation, handling, and packaging of the chicken.
The Club held their annual Pancake Days at the Broadway Fire
Department’s event hall on October 16 and 17 and, despite a
lighter than normal crowd, it was a successful event and was
enjoyed, safely we might add, by those who came out.

The club’s normal “Vacation Party” was determined to be
impossible to safely hold during the pandemic. Instead, we held
our first virtual Cash Raffle on November 14 as a Facebook Live
event on the Club’s Facebook page. We gave $5,000 in prizes to
22 winners, while netting over $8,000.
We also have been successful in gaining five new members
since the beginning of this Lion’s year. We are pleased to be
able to serve a community that is so
supportive.

Welcome New Members
Alexandria Asian American
Annie Sharpe
Sponsor: Reginald Sharpe
Alexandria
Jim Paige
Bill Brown

Dahlgren
Zeyno Aksit
Sponsor: Cathy Cutright
Kerry-Anne Dachos
Sponsor: Cathy Cutright
Greater Falls Run
David Cogley

Lake of the Woods
Cleaton D. Battle
Sponsor: Cynthia Labus
Misti Battle
Sponsor: Cynthia Labus
Carolyn T. Wood
Sponsor: Cynthia Labus

Montclair
Michael E. Allman Jr
Sponsor: Douglas Taggert
Rupa Allman
Sponsor: Diane Taggert
Prince William
Janelle Gilmer
Sponsor: Rashawn Webster
Elsie Santos
Sponsor: Rashwan Webster
Stafford County
Paul Nightingale
Sponsor: Karen Taylor
Winchester
Shahrazad M. Kablan
Sponsor: Dale Barley
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Club News

In Memoriam
Bob Holcombe — Aquia Harbour Host
Nancy Weisgerber — Bailey’s Crossroads Host

Keith Brobst — Clarke County
Robert Ferrebee — Clarke County
Kenneth Huffman — Harrisonburg
Joseph Kelsey — Winchester Shawnee

Charles W. Phares — Winchester Host
Nancy Weisgerber who
passed away on November 5,
was one of our Club’s most
active Lions. Many of our
District’s Lions knew her well.
She was a Bailey’s Crossroads
Club Member and leader for
twenty-three years, as well as a
Melvin Jones Fellow and Lions of
Virginia Foundation humanitarian.

May the memories of their lives be a
blessing to all.
The Arlington Host Lions Club
Needs Your Sweet Support!

In lieu of our
regular fruit sale,
we're selling yummy
See's Candies.
Visit Our Shop
Choose your favorites and
buy your candy online.
It's that easy!
Feel free to share the link
with others.
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Marketplace

Put your mark on your service by personalizing
a Lions International cap. Right now, use the
link below to purchase any of the featured caps,
and you can personalize it at no extra charge.
Order Now!
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Marketplace

Christmas Will Be Here Before You Know It!

C

lubs are now taking orders for 2020 commemorative White
House ornaments to adorn and decorate trees and homes.
This year’s ornament honors our 35th President, John F.
Kennedy. Supplies are limited so order early.
Clubs selling Ornaments:

Aquia Harbour Host
Bailey’s Crossroads
Fredericksburg Host
Greater Falls Run
Montclair
Woodbridge
$ 45
$ 60
To place an ad in District 24-L Paw Prints:
$ 90
Create your ad and save it as a jpg, pdf or Word file. $150

BC Size
1/4 Page
Half Page
Full Page

Email your ad noting the size to sallycooneyanderson@yahoo.com
Mail a check payable to District 24-L to Sally Cooney, 32 Aspen Hill Drive,
Fredericksburg VA 22406.
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