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REPORT FROM VLEIF 
 

Because our Winter Conference was cancelled, and so was our Presentations Luncheon for Scholastic 
Grant Recipients, I thought I would bring you up to date on what your VLEIF has been up to. 
 
1.  Scholastic Grants – We received and approved 30 Student Scholastic Grants for a total of 
$59,000.00.  Checks have been issued to the sponsoring club for distribution to the recipients in 
whatever fashion is most expedient and beneficial.  This means that the clubs will be interacting with 
the recipients and it will remind them that none of this would be possible without the Clubs.  Thanks 
to sponsoring clubs for your participation. 
 
2.  We also approved two (2) grants that did not quite meet the Scholastic Grant Requirements, but 
indicated a definite need, and was advocated by participating clubs, so the Grant Committee and 
Board of Directors approved an additional $3,000.00 for two individuals and the funds will be 
properly administered by the advocating clubs. 
 
3.  The VLEIF board approved and established the “Lion Richard A. Falls Research Grant” program 
with an annual budget of $40,000.00 in 2019-2020 and we now have funded seven research projects all 
dedicated to curing and/or preventing eye diseases and improving the life of those with vision 
impairments. 
 
4.  VLEIF continues to fund and support the Lions Eye Clinic at the Inova complex.  We contribute 
$25,000.00 per year to the operating expenses. This clinic is dedicated to providing eyecare to 
indigents who have no insurance, and once per week perform eye exams and provide eyeglasses to 
needy individuals. 
 
5.  The VLEIF board also approved the purchase of equipment for Inova in the amount of $60,000.00 
for eyecare. 
 
6.  VLEIF also join with the “Prevention of Blindness Society of the Washington Metropolitan Area” 
in support of the Alexandria Low Vision Learning Center.  This practice is dedicated to serving those 
who are chronically visually impaired in our community.  

7.  The VLEIF Board has approved funds to assist the clubs with providing needed eyecare assistance 
when they come up against budget short falls.  Just contact me and we will help when we can. 
 
For the VLEIF Board 
 
Ed “Woody” Woodard, PDG 
President VLEIF – E-mail:  Woodywoodard@cox.net Cell Ph:  703-314-0889 


