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From Our District Governor

F

JOEL
KENDALL

ellow Lions, winter is here with a fury! After
enjoying a mild fall and December, January
reminded us that winter can be harsh. This
month, we were hit unexpectedly with a big snow
storm! Tens of thousands of homes were without
power for up to a week or more. Major roadways
were blocked or clogged for more than 24 hours, stranding
motorists in life-threatening situations. Sadly, some dear
souls were lost. I sincerely hope that each of you were
able to make it through with a minimum ordeal. And to
think that, in my last newsletter, I wrote to you about
Lions being resilient and resourceful. We are indeed and
well equipped for the challenge!
I know District 24-L clubs have standing
commitments for charitable needs. Lions
have become dependable contributors of
our time and resources to many worthwhile
needs in our communities and beyond. Certainly,
I hope you can continue your great Lions efforts as we
continue to overcome COVID. I also want to urge you,
when challenges threaten our friends and neighbors, to
look for ways you can fly the Lions banner and help
them. Our local communities are our primary source of
income when we host fundraising events, and when there
is a call to give back, let’s answer that call. It may entail monetary
contributions for rescue and assistance programs, or giving our
time to food preparation and distribution to the hungry. It may
entail providing transportation to folks needing to get to healthcare providers or the grocery store. Or, it may entail being part of
a concerted effort to check on those who are shut in their homes.
Consider joining with other community organizations as
partners in providing service.
There are many opportunities for Lions to be Lions … to
serve our fellow man. I know you are up to the task! After
all, the Lion’s motto is, “We Serve!”

Be resilient. Be resourceful. Be safe. Be Lions!

Save the Date — 99th Lions Virginia State Convention
APRIL 28 THROUGH MAY 1, 2022
Click here to read more.
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From 1st Vice District Governor

ROSE
BURRUS

Need Some Service Ideas?

H

ere are some ideas you may be able to use if your club is looking
for something new or something to enhance your current service
activities. Remember to always report your activities in MyLion
(training is always available).

❑ Prepare meals as a donation to local homeless shelters or church organizations.
Teams of ten assemble meals like mac and cheese or rice and beans. It takes a couple of
hours to prepare, box them up, and deliver through a local outreach program. This activity
can be scaled up or down based on your club size.

❑ Serve a dinner/lunch monthly at a homeless shelter. This can be as easy as ordering a dozen pizzas.
❑ Organize and pack backpacks and deliver them to school children.
❑ Organize vision and hearing screenings in local
schools or private daycare centers. Work with the
School Nurse Coordinator to introduce the program.
❑ Reach out to local hospitals to assist childhood
cancer patients and their families. Pediatric cancer is
one of LCI's goals. Help with expenses for travel,
lodging, blankets, and toys. Support The Fairy Godmother Project.
❑ Make no-sew blankets for children, the homeless,
and hospital patients.
❑ Collect plastic bags and plastic film. Each 500
lbs. given to Trex (the outdoor deck company) results
in a donation of a nice Trex park bench, which can
be given to a local park, library, senior home, or other
location. This is a great idea for partnering with
schools and religious organizations.
❑ Volunteer at a free clinic.

❑ Contact local schools for literacy programs
and other opportunities to read to children or donate
books.
❑ Collect and donate clean, old pillows. Repurpose them into something usable. Natural stuffing,
such as feather and down, can be composted for
natural degradation. Donate pillows to animal shelters, homeless shelters, charities, and thrift stores.
❑ Check with your local Parks & Recreation
Center for volunteer opportunities.

❑ Contact your local Humane Society
and volunteer to help with the
fur babies or with paperwork.

The Story of the Grateful Starfishes

One morning, an elderly man was walking
along the beach when he noticed a young
boy picking something off the sand and
throwing it into the sea. As he got closer,
the man realized the child was throwing
stranded starfishes that had washed up on
the shore back into the breaking waves.
Approaching the boy, the man asked what
he was doing. “The starfish will die if
they’re still on the shore when the sun
rises,” he replied.
Perplexed, the old man said, “But that’s
pointless! There are countless miles of
beach and thousands of starfish. It doesn’t
matter how many you return to the water,
you can’t make a difference.”
Unfazed, the boy bent down, picked up
another starfish, and tossed it into the sea.
“It matters to this one,” he said.
Moral of the story:
No matter the odds of success or the scale
of the challenge, your actions can make a
difference. It’s better to light a candle than
to curse the darkness. Every little bit
counts. Doing something to make a positive change is always better than doing
nothing!
No matter what effort you put forth,
remember, Lions make a difference!
Printed with permission: Newman, Danny, Goals and
Ambitions, August 11, 2021
https://www.whatsdannydoing.com/contact
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Thank you, Lions, for answering the call to serve.

From 2nd Vice District Governor

DONALDA
LOVELACE

F

YOU
will be
President
in
3-5 years!

ellow Lions,
As we flip
the calendar
from January to
February, I become
more excited knowing that
warmer weather is on the way. I don’t know about
you, but January was particularly challenging for me
and my family, not only with the resurgence of Covid,
but my household was without power for five days
during the most recent winter storm. So longer hours
of daylight and warmer temperatures will be a relief
and herald renewed energy and activity on my part.
Hopefully, as we progress from winter into spring,
we will be able to feel more comfortable meeting in
person and be able to resume our service activities.
Despite the impact of Covid on our activities, District
24-L Lions responded in grand fashion. We are
currently ahead of last year with increased membership and member retention, and clubs are reporting
service activities. As I visit the clubs in our District, it
has been heartwarming to see the outpouring of
inspiring service.
On a personal note, I especially applaud those Lions
Clubs that, during this past winter, were involved with
donating food, volunteering at a food pantries, and
volunteering at homeless shelters. Obviously, the
need is great and, unfortunately, will never end.

From GMT District Coordinator

H

We all know that our future resides with adding new
members. They will, with their new ideas and energy,
rejuvenate our clubs and our District. A new club
creates potential — potential leaders, potential
service, and potential recruitment. I am Membership Co-Chair of my club and when I conduct
orientations, I tell the new members that one of
them will be President in three to five years. And, it’s
true! New members come with new energy and new
ideas.
Sometimes it is easier to start a new club than to bring
new members into an existing club. So be on the
watch for individuals who have a common interest or
perhaps a younger demographic. LCI has offered us
many different options for a community to have a Lions
club, including one that is traditional, virtual, specialty,
or branch. I would recommend using LCI’s resources
when you think about starting a new club. If you have
ideas, please don’t hesitate to contact me as I would
love to help.
I have so enjoyed this year, visiting clubs, meeting new
members, hearing new ideas, and sharing those ideas.
I have enjoyed meeting leaders from other Districts
and comparing challenges. I have been astounded
with how much I have learned and how my emails
have increased from about 25 a day before June to at
least 75 a day. There is so much still to learn on member recruitment and retention, leadership development,
club service reporting, and financial support of LCIF. I
have always had a goal of learning at least two new
ideas a day. So, you can imagine, I am living my best
life, and I want to thank you all for this opportunity.
Yours in Service and Friendship

SALLY
KENAVAN

appy Valentine’s Day to all of our
Lions and a big welcome to all of our
new members. We are happy that you
have joined us. We hope you also will join us
at our Winter Conference on February 4-5 in
Culpeper! It’s a great opportunity for new Lions to
learn all about District 24-L and to enjoy the classes, the
silent auction, and the other programs.

Our membership numbers continue to grow as many clubs
have added seven or more new Lions to their numbers.
However, we have lost more than we have gained due to
deaths, Lions transferring to different clubs, and Lions
giving up their memberships. We still have time to add to
our ranks before June 30, 2022. Remember to “Just ASK!”
As a reminder, here are just a few ways to recruit:
Write a welcome letter from your Club President.

Bring co-workers to a meeting.
Hand out invites to a
free dinner with a program.
Ask each member to send
three names to the Membership Committee.
Pass out M&M candy to
remind members that
“Membership Matters.”
Contact all members
who have resigned in
the past three years and
invite them to a meeting.
Send your club’s
newsletter to guests.
Who will recruit for your club if you do not!
Do NOT ever give up!
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LCI & LCIF News

GOAL: $ 499,000

LCIF Campaign 100 Update
By Lion James V. Cech, District LCIF Chairperson

TO DATE: $ 481,000

P

lease keep in your prayers the Lions and their families in the Kingdom of Tonga.
The Lions have responded to the tsunami caused by the underwater volcanic
eruption that has brought crippling havoc to Tonga and the surrounding area.
As I mentioned last month, LCIF and individual Lions clubs are responding to many
communities in desperate need. Clubs and individual Lions are asked not to specify
a particular need/event when donating because when those needs no longer exist,
donations can be available to meet other disasters. When donating, indicate
“Unrestricted” or “Disaster Response” and let LCIF direct funds to the current need,
be it in Virginia or in Tonga, “Where there is a need, there is LCIF.”

TO GO: $ 18,000

We are in the 3rd quarter of the last Lion Year of Campaign 100. Since December, 2021,
District 24-L has recorded additional donations of $13,000, bringing our Campaign 100
total to $481,000. We are only $18,000 from our district goal of $499,000. Events that will
benefit LCIF, like the Montclair Lions Texas Hold-em tournament on March 13, will help us
reach our District goal. If you have an event where a portion of the proceeds will be donated to
LCIF, please let me know so we can promote it to our fellow Lions. Thank you!
During my Club and Zone visitations, I continue to enjoy your kind
hospitality and the exciting news of our District service and fundraising
activities. I have scheduled visits to another 33 clubs and five Zones to
provide insights and information on LCIF and District Club Community
Grants that are available. I’m also reminding the District of DG Joel
Kendall’s desire for 24-L to qualify for 100% Club Campaign 100 participation. There is no minimum club donation amount needed to help
24-L qualify for this recognition.
I’m encouraged by the reception of a new donation opportunity that I
continue to share during my presentations, which is the Lions Legacy
Society program. This program helps to ensure my/your estate makes
a future donation to LCIF so that my/your years of service can continue
after we are gone. A legacy gift can be modified at any time and
demonstrates your desire for Lions to be considered in your estate
planning. Although a Lions Legacy Gift does not count towards Melvin
Jones balances, it does count towards our Campaign 100 fundraising
goal. Please contact me for more information. Lion Vicki Davies and I
will have a table at the Winter Conference and look forward to meeting
with you.
Individual and Club donations should be sent directly to LCIF, 300 W.
22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL 60523-8842. Please indicate the
name of your Club - “24-L Campaign 100 Unrestricted.”

CLICK THE BOXES FOR
MORE INFORMATION

A MONTHLY SUMMARY OF
THE LATEST LION NEWS

Click to
read
more.

NEWS
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MyLion Training

District News

available anytime!
Contact FVDG Rose Burrus at
rose.burrus@comcast.net or 540-429-0863.

Lions of Virginia Gets
Top Award
By PID Hauser Weiler
MD-24 Sight Chairperson
& Vice Chairperson, Lions
KidSight USA Foundation

T

he Lions of Virginia cleaned up the awards in the Lions
Kidsight USA Foundation See Clearly Project! As a
Multiple District, we were #5 in the nation with 37,355
reported vision screenings. We won a $500 prize, a trophy,
and a banner patch which will be sent to the Council Chair.
We were the only Multiple District to have all our Sub-Districts
qualify in the top ten, each winning a $300 prize, a trophy and
a banner patch, which will be sent to each District Governor.
Congratulations to:

24-C-3rd in the Nation
24-I-4th in the Nation
24-L-9th in the Nation
These funds will be a great help towards our vision screening
projects in Virginia.
The following clubs were Top Ten Award Winners:
24-C: Cave Spring, Pound, Smith Mountain Lake
24-I: Amherst County, Virginia Beach Host, Virginia Beach
Princess Anne, Virginia Beach Thalia, Virginia Beach
Town Center Blind
24-L: Culpeper Mid-Day, Bayse Bryce Mountain

Partnership with MyEyeDr.
By Lion Davida Luehrs
District 24-L Sight Chair

A

s you may know, we have a
wonderful partnership with MyEyeDr.
whereby they provide an exam and
basic eyeglasses at a cost to clubs of $50$80 each. This partnership provides another
eye service provider for clubs. The point of
contact for MyEyeDr. has changed. It is
now Ashley Yarborough, in Raleigh, North
Carolina. She can be reached at 919-9489757 or community.lionsclub@myeyedr.com.
If your club is interested in working with
MyEyeDr., Ashley needs a club contact
email, phone, and mailing address to enable
you to receive monthly bills. If your club
currently works with MyEyeDr., please
ensure that information is up to date.
For questions and to set up a new account,
contact me at davidaluehrs@gmail.com or
703-742-8043.

Congratulation to all our Virginia Lions Screeners for a job
well done!

We Are Invited!

T

he LCI guests of honor for the 24-I Winter Conference this year are Past
International President Frank Moore and his wife, Lion Rita. He served as
International President, 2001-2002, and has held many significant offices in
the International organization, most recently retiring from the position of Executive
Director of Lions Clubs International after a successful period of reorganization.
Since July 2017, he has been the worldwide Vice Chairperson for LCIF Campaign 100.
To celebrate his amazing service and his leadership in the LCIF Campaign 100, the Lions of Virginia invite you
to a reception in his honor and an LCIF Charity Auction to be held before the 24-I Winter Conference on
Friday, February 18, from 6:00-9:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn–Historic Gateway in Williamsburg.
For room reservations, call 757-229-9990 and say you are attending the LCIF Reception & Charity Auction.
Registration for the event is $20 per person which includes hors d’oeuvres, cash bar, and a pin. Make checks
payable to Tappahannock Lions Club. Mail with your name, email, phone, club name, and District to PID Hauser
Weiler, MD-24 LCIF Coordinator, P.O. Box 849, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
For more information, contact PDG Scott Durbin, D24-I LCIF Coordinator at sbdurbinpdg21@gmail.com. For
information on the Conference, contact PDG Ann Ragland at hankandann704@verizon.net.
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NOTE OF CLARITY: All 501(c)(3) organizations are considered
either Public Charities or Private Foundations.

District News
Fiduciary Responsibilities
By PDG Douglas T. Cross

I

s your foundation compliant with LCI?
When your Lions Club or Lions Foundation incorporates as a 501(c)(3), the LCI
Board of Directors has some requirements.
•

•

•
•

Public Charities are organizations that administer programs and
perform the charitable work. Private Foundations tend to have
fixed sources of funding and they support Public Charities
through financial contributions.
Our Lions 501(c)(3) corporations are a combination of both and
are referred to as either foundations or non-profit corporations.

LCI may grant license to use the association trademarks to any legal entity other than Lions clubs or
districts provided that such entity completes and files
an application.
Prior to authorization, the foundation must submit
sufficient documentation that the proposed activities
of the foundation meet the criteria set forth.
In order for a Lions foundation to maintain the
revocable license to use the association trademarks,
the foundation must continue to meet all the criteria.
Annually, the foundation must submit to the LCI
Legal Division its current governing documents
along with the list of sponsors. Failure to submit the
foundation’s governing documents may result in
revocation of its license.

Governing documents submitted annually to LCI
should include:
• A list of any amendments to its governing documents approved by the general membership of
the foundation at a district convention or regular
annual meeting.
• A copy of foundation Articles of Incorporation
and By-Laws.
• A current directory of foundation officers and
directors with disclosure that all foundation
officers and directors are Lions.
• A copy of the foundation’s most recent financial
statement.
• A statement that all the foundation members are
in good standing in Multiple District 24 (Virginia).
Merrifield Poster Receives Award

C

ongratulations to the Merrifield
Lions Club! Their Peace Poster
sponsored entry, created by Daniel
Murton, has been chosen as a merit award
winner in the 34th Annual Lions International Peace Poster Contest.
Approximately 600,000 children from 55
countries participated in this year’s contest. The posters were judged at the Club,
District, and Multiple District levels before
reaching the international level, at which
point they had been narrowed down to
109 posters.

Based on creativity, originality, and portrayal of the theme: ”We Are All Connected,” the Club’s entry was
chosen as one of 23 merit award winners. As such, Daniel Murton will receive $500 and a certificate of merit!
The 23 merit award winners are from Australia, Bulgaria, Canada, China, China Taiwan, England, India,
Indonesia, Israel, Mexico, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Turkey, and the United States (California,
New Mexico, and Virginia). The grand prize winner will be announced at the Lions Day with the United
Nations. Information about the grand prize winner will be posted on the on Peace Poster section of the LCI
website and LCI’s social media shortly thereafter.

Zone News

Zone Q
By Zone Chair Mary Propst

Z

one Q had its 2nd meeting on January 24. It was well attended with lots of good information from our
guest speakers, Lion James Cech, who spoke about LCIF grants, Campaign 100, and the Lions Legacy
Program, and PCC John Knepper who gave us a SAHMSU update. We also collected eyeglasses, pill
bottles, and stamps for the wounded. Our 3rd Zone meeting is scheduled for May 2.
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Zone News

Read the article.

Zone A
By Lion Pam Martinov

Z

one A Lions (Arlington Host, Arlington Northwest
and Bailey’s Crossroads Host), along with Rotarians
from Bailey’s Crossroads, members of the Arlington
Moose and other community volunteers have stepped up
in the past three weeks to package rice and bean meals
at home or in small groups and get them distributed.
While some meal packing continues, meal packages have
already been delivered to Bailey's Upper, Bailey's Elementary, Glen Forest, and Parklawn Elementary Schools as
well as the Culmore Family Resource Center and AFAC
(Arlington Food Assistance Center).
Special thanks to everyone who packaged food and helped
to deliver it. As always, The Outreach Program representative, Bobby Polito, was delivering supplies and advice with
his usual calm and expertise. Special thanks also to LOVF
for providing a matching grant for this Zone A project.

For the Zone
By Lion Jim Cech
Zone Chair & Workshop
Instructor

T

his is the fourth in a continuing series of
articles drawing attention to our 17 Zones as
they provide opportunities for clubs to work
together in service, as well as critical pathways for
information between the Clubs and District 24-L
leadership. Now that we are in the 3rd quarter of the
Lion Year, your Zone should have had its
second meeting. If that meeting is not scheduled,
contact your Zone chair and offer to host it.
This month, we look at membership, which is the
primary resource we use in service to others. When
talking with the Zone chairs, I remarked that all too
often, emphasis is placed on the numbers and
growth of clubs without equal attention being paid to
retention. Retention starts with satisfaction in being
a Lion. Satisfaction is directly tied to service — the
reason most of us became Lions. Two areas where
Zones can help make an immediate difference are:
 Ongoing Membership Satisfaction Survey
 The Plan - Engagement in Service Opportunities

Zones can play a key role in supporting the ongoing
District Membership Satisfaction Survey. This
should not be just a data collection exercise. This is
an excellent opportunity for clubs to exchange information and insights into what works and what members see as a shortcomings in their desire to remain

This joint effort will put 25,000 servings
of rice and bean meals into our
community. The mottos of the three
organizations - Lions ("We Serve"),
Rotary ("Service Before Self"), and
Moose (“To do some good thing for
someone each day”) have certainly
been followed by our volunteers.

active Lions. If your club makes filling out the survey just
an administrative action, you will miss the whole point of
doing it. Please pay attention to Section V: Addressing
Service. How many responses can be categorized as
“I’m not doing the meaningful service that I expected?”
Once you have your survey data, share it, digest it, and
then make a plan to implement it.
I spoke before regarding the need for every Lions and
LEO club, regardless of size, to have an identified
Service Chair. Engagement of the Service Chair is
critical in taking feedback from your survey and turning
it into meaningful activities to engage and retain your
members.
Do you have a Community Needs Assessment that you
can look at? Service projects do not need to be large.
There are plenty of opportunities for simple things like
checking in on shut in’s, collecting coats and books for
low-income schools, collecting pill bottles for reuse overseas by Mission Doctors, or helping out at the local
homeless shelter. I encourage all clubs to ask what we
as a Zone can do that alone, as a small club, may be
beyond our reach.
One final thought. I hope to see many of you as a I visit
clubs and Zones in my LCIF role and at the upcoming
Winter Conference. Please stop by our LCIF table and
let me know if these articles have helped you.
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Organization News

Leader Dogs for the Blind presents “Taking the Lead”
By Lion Chuck Schwab
MD24-L Leader Dog Chair

T

his new podcast, Taking the Lead, will
take a deep dive into the blind community.
Christina Hepner, Leslie Hoskins, and Leader
Dog client Timothy Cuneio are your hosts.
Their goal is to bring awareness of
the free services Leader Dog
provides to those who are blind
or visually impaired, and to help
sighted individuals to understand the issues that
visually-impaired individuals face as they try to be
independent in their daily lives.

In their first podcast, learn about the stories of the
“Folded White Cane.” Leader Dog client Timothy goes into
detail about the fear of using a white cane and how some
visually-impaired persons try to pass as sighted people
due to this fear. He tells us about his experiences when he
had to hand over the keys to his car to his wife because he
felt that he was no longer safe behind the wheel, and he
talks about his frustration before he found Leader Dog of trying to find government
agencies to help him become independent .

used

Leslie Hoskins, an Orientation and Mobility Instructor at Leader Dog, discussed how
she likes to see “beat up” white canes. These canes are proof that they are being
and that they are protecting their users. She would rather see a scarred cane than a
bruised person behind the cane.

The three hosts also talked about how sighted individuals act around someone who
is using a white cane. It is a sad fact that some individuals run from or ignore someone using a white cane.
Others are willing to assist but go to the extreme. They stressed that it is a two-way street. It is important for
sighted individuals to offer assistance, and it is also important to realize that the visually-impaired person might
not always need assistance at the moment but may in the future. Visually-impaired individuals also need to
realize that sighted individuals want to and are willing to help. Together, everyone needs to look at the current
situation and respond correctly with kindness and willingness.
Leader Dog invites everyone to join them on this journey as we learn, laugh, and make a difference in people’s
lives. To see the current list of podcasts, go to https://takingthelead.transistor.fm/.
This is the newest Leader Dog program. Their team is constantly looking for ways to
help clients be unstoppable. With this podcast, we can all learn about the services
Leader Dog offers, and we also can get an opportunity to meet some of their clients
and hear their stories.
As always, thank you for your support of Leader Dogs for the Blind.

LOVF Raffle Book Stubs are due by April 1.
Make checks payable to LOVF and mail to:
LION TOM KENAVAN, 1108 POTOMAC DRIVE,
STAFFORD, VA 22554
Tom will have a table at the Winter Conference
where you can turn in stubs and checks.

PLEASE
DO NOT
REMOVE THE
STAPLES!

1 book of 30 tickets gets $20 for your club and $10 to LOVF.
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Organization News

W

The Lions Eyeglass
Recycling Center of
Northern Virginia (LERC)

e are having a fundraiser to
help offset costs of renovating
the recently-acquired space
for eyeglass recycling. Order See's
Candy by January 28 in order to receive
your candy by Valentine's Day.

LEARNS is Going Strong!!!
By Lion Kathy Gold

L

EARNS, Lions Empowering
and Aiding Regional Nurses
in Schools, is successfully moving forward
across the state of Virginia. Due to a grant from
Type 1 Diabetes Experience, 94 schools in the
southwest and central portion of the state have
received diabetes e-learning training. The Virginia
Department of Education also stepped up and
provided 200 licenses for school districts outside
of the District 24-L boundaries.
We have just completed our 6-month report to
LCIF sharing our progress this year, and we want
to share it with District 24-L clubs as it is the generosity and commitment of Lions that has made this
possible.

Since July 1, 2021, over 7,000 modules have been
viewed instructing school nurses, administrators,
teachers, bus drivers, cafeteria staff, coaches,
athletic trainers, counselors, and librarians about
diabetes. This is an increase of more than 2,000
modules over 2020-21 school year.
Even more exciting is that we have an 87% completion rate. Over 84 school districts have enrolled
in the program, and 1,126 schools have access to
the education. District 24-L is impacting diabetes
care across the Commonwealth!

Let me share a story of
how this has made a
difference. A Diabetes
Care and Education
Specialist was providing
diabetes education to a
newly-diagnosed college
sophomore. During the
entire process, the student’s mother shook her
head in agreement. At the end of the program, she
shared that she works for a local school system
and took online classes to prepare staff in caring for
children with diabetes. She enthusiastically told me
about how thorough the modules are and that she
did not realize how valuable they would be for her in
helping her son. It turned out that her school

system was one that signed up for the courses
this year for the first time.
Evaluations of the program have been very
positive. One teacher shared how she didn’t
understand the importance of allowing a
student with diabetes to have access to water,
and she now recognizes that this is very important in
lowering a child’s blood glucose level. Nurses are recognizing the importance of developing Individualized
Education Plans to ensure appropriate accommodations
are available to provide the best learning environment.
Our outreach has affected more than children. It has
allowed families to better understand and care for family
members with diabetes, and those living with diabetes
also have expressed appreciation for the quality education that the modules provide.
So, what’s next? How do we keep this train moving?
A number of clubs have stepped up and adopted school
districts. We only have two more years in this grant
process, and we need to focus on a sustainable plan to
keep this program going. We are reaching out to school
districts to begin to consider including the program in their
budgets. However, not all school districts can afford to
add another expense.
The LEARNS Committee is asking District 24-L clubs to
make commitments to fund diabetes e-learning on a yearly basis for their school districts or for the schools in the
areas in which they serve. The cost per school is $23.10
each year. The following clubs already have made this
commitment: Aquia Evening, Aquia Harbour, BasyeBryce, Bedford, Burke, Dahlgren, Edinburg, Forest,
Fredericksburg Host, Greater Falls Run, Louisa, Lynchburg, Manassas Host, Mount Jackson, New Market,
Spotsylvania, Springfield Global, Stafford, Strasburg,
Westmoreland, Woodbridge, and Woodstock. In addition,
Zones have joined together and purchased licenses for
entire school districts.
Is your club looking for a way to participate in a diabetes
initiative? LEARNS offers a way to make a difference.
For more information, please contact me, LEARNS
Program Manager and Diabetes Awareness Co-Chair, at
kathy.gold@diabeteslocal.org or 703-282-4078. Be a
part of the solution!!!
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So far this Lions Year VLEIF has
provided the following:

Organization News

VLEIF, Inc. c/o Sandi Armendaris,
7623 Virginia Ave, Falls Church, VA 22043

Update - February 2022
By Lion Ed “Woody” Woodard
President, Virginia Lions Eye Institute Foundation

T

his is the time of year that the Virginia Lions Eye Institute
Foundation (VLEIF) turns its attention to providing scholarships
for vision impaired students. The VLEIF Board wishes to thank
all of the Teachers of the Vision Impaired (TVIs), our hard-working
District Sight Chair (Lion Davida Luehrs), the sponsoring clubs, and
above all, our Scholastic Grant Committee. They all combined to help
ensure that all qualified applicants were duly considered.
This year, we received 32 Joe Lipomi Scholastic Grant Applications,
of which two, after repeated contacts, failed to follow-up with needed
information. They are being instructed to reapply again next year.
Another six did not qualify for the grant but was deemed by the
Committee to be worthy of some assistance, and we provided $1,000
each, to be administered by the sponsoring clubs. The clubs may
decide to add to the funds. The remaining 24 will split a total of
$58,000, based on need and other factors. We are hoping to have an
in-person ceremony on February 26 at the Elks Lodge in Fairfax, as
we have in prior years before the pandemic. The decision will be contingent upon the COVID situation and CDC guidelines at the time.
Further information will be furnished.

Scholastic Grants for Vision Impaired
Students - $58,000
Help to Visually Impaired through the
clubs - $6,000
Richard A Falls Research Grants $13,800
Lions Eye Clinic - $25,000
Low Vision Service Center (through
POB) - $12,000
This year, two of the scholarship grants
will be named for generous donors who
made donations of more than $2,000.
They are the Vienna Host Lions Club
and Joan Falls (widow of founder Lion
Richard A. Falls).

We are also looking to expand eyecare
for indigents to the Fredericksburg area
and that is quickly becoming a reality,
thanks to our Expansion Task Force.
More information to come later. Please
feel free to contact me any time at
woodywoodard@cox.net.

LERCNOVA NEWS
By Lion Pam Martinov

R

enovations at 919 S. Monroe Street
in Arlington are ongoing and progress
is being made. While work remains to
be done, the progress made is encouraging.
In the past month, LERCNOVA has given
over 22,000 glasses to Helping Hand for Relief and Development. These glasses are going to Tanzania and/or Pakistan.
We also filled an order for the Fairfax Lions in conjunction with
The Lamb Center, a daytime, drop-in homeless shelter.

Click to read

We were able to fill these orders thanks to the efforts of Northern Virginia
Lions and volunteers working in their homes and the public library sorting,
cleaning, reading, labeling, and packaging glasses. Kudos to our satellite
locations which continue to process glasses in difficult times. Please
keep those donations coming! We look forward to the day when we can
process glasses in our own building. We Serve!

On January 12, 2022, the House of Delegates designated
the third Saturday in September as
Usher Syndrome Awareness Day in Virginia.
PAGE 10

GET YOUR TICKETS HERE!
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Club News

Rappahannock County
By Garrick Giebel, President

T

he Rappahannock County Lions Club invited Nancy Lagasse
from Canine Companions to make a presentation at our dinner
meeting at the Sperryville Volunteer Fire Department on
January 13, 2022. She came with Canine Companion Writer and
Lions Jim Purton and George Stabler. What a wonderful program it is!

A

Montclair
By Doug Taggart
Secretary

ttention Texas Hold-em players! Mark your calendars for
Sunday, March 13, for the return of the “Winter Classic”
Tournament. The event is limited to 200 players with a
guaranteed prize pool of $6,000 for the top 30! The 1st Place
prize is a 5-night cruise for two on Royal Caribbean, roundtrip
from Baltimore to Bermuda, in the fall of 2022. The cost for a
seat is $75. For more information and to register, go to
www.montclairlions.org.
Are you a crafter, or do you know someone who is? Our club is
holding a Crafts, Cars and Coffee on Saturday, May 7, 2022
in the parking lot of our sponsor, Cyber Bytes Foundation, at
1010 Corporate Drive in Stafford. It will include a collection of
vintage cars. More information is at www.montclairlions.org.
Sign up today to secure your booth!
Our Club meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month with
a social ½ hour from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. at the Montclair Country
Club. The meeting is called to order at 7:00 p.m. Most meetings
include an invited guest speaker and typically end between 8:30
and 8:45 p.m. If you would like to attend, please contact me at
dougtag@aol.com or at montclairlion246@gmail.com. Plated
meals are $25 (tax and gratuity included).

www.montclairlions.org
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Club News

In Memoriam
Culpeper Mid Day — Dan E. Cantner
Vienna Host — Emil M. Guglielmo
Weyers Cave — Jerry Zeke Craun
Winchester Shawnee — Anthony Versley

,

www.fairfaxlions.org/donate-a-

Welcome New
Members

Apologies to
Belinda Ross
from Basye Bryce
Mountain who
was named last
month as Belinda
Roxx.

Aquia Evening
Sarah M. Cox
Sponsor: Brandalyn Bowles
Aquia Harbour Host
Richard T. Beland, Sr.
Sponsor: Curtis Johnson
Lake of the Woods
Frank J. Weingartner
Sponsor: Charlie Ostlund

Park West
Tiffany T. Pollard
Sponsor: Evelyn Guiliani
Kelly Valko
Sponsor: Evelyn Guiliani
Kimberly Valko
Sponsor: Evelyn Guiliani
Rappahannock
Edward Timberlake
Sponsor: James Manwaring

Spotsylvania
Deborah Mitchell
Sponsor: Arthur Maurer
Whitney B. Trovinger
Sponsor: Elixia Ross

Springfield Global
Marilou G. Gerero
Sponsor: Herminia Man
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Club News

Woodbridge
By Lion Andria Post

W

e are ready — Well, the proverbial “hit the ground running” is just what
our Club did! Visitations with local clubs continue, plans are underway
for a membership drive, dining-out fundraisers, and eyeglass recycling
continues, as do food deliveries to ACTS. Our speaker series is vibrant with
strong momentum and dynamic programs planned and, of course, wheels are in
motion for our annual retreat. We have lots of great service projects to keep things
moving … and yes, we are prepared.
Soon to be Celebrated — 67 Years — Our Club
will be celebrating our 67th year as a chartered
Lions Club. On February 10, 1955, the Club was
organized and chartered by PID James C. Hill with
the Quantico Host Lions Club as our sponsor. The
presentation of the Charter took place on April 23,
1955, at the Princess Hotel in Fredericksburg, with
32 members present. We have so much to be proud
of, and the legacy of a dynamic Woodbridge Club
continues and will thrive in the years ahead.
Sparks — Lion Dee Pfeiffer is continuing her dedicated effort working on our partnership with the
Prince William County School District. We hope that
we will be able to conduct school vision screenings
sometime in the near future. We patiently await the
“green light,” and thank Lion Dee for her commitment
to service and the school children of Prince William
County.

regulars: Lions Mitchell Cropp, Janice and
John Wagner, Neil Kalso, Jim Jolly, Bob
Kahn, Dave Post, Mitch Bukzin, Dee
Pfeiffer, Bill Rogers, and Bill Daly. Others
are welcome to join us!
Retreat Planned — President Joe Puleo
will soon convene a March workshop/retreat for the
Club to discuss future goals, new community service
projects, fundraisers, measures to increase our
membership, and so much more! As you know, it takes
a village and a pride of dedicated Lions, too!

Speaker Series Program — Our
Club was honored to have guest
speaker, Lion Davida Luehrs, from
the Foundation Fighting Blindness
and District 24-L Sight Chairman.
We thank Davida, who is an inspiration to all,
for sharing her heroic message about living
and working with vision issues. A club donation
of $500 was presented by President Joe Puleo.
ACTS Food Pick Uo — Just to recap, 2021
was another banner year with the pickup and
delivery of over 13,000 pounds of food from
convenience stores, restaurants, and supermarket venues. These tremendous and
generous food donations were delivered to
the ACTS Shelter in Woodbridge. This service
will continue to aid and benefit many individuals
within the County. Those dedicated volunteers
include: Lions John and Janice Wagner, Bob
and Linda Kahn, Pam Newberry and Dennis
Wyatt, Larry Graham, Mitchell Bukzin, Jim Jolly,
Bill Thomas, Mike Tokar, and Joe Puleo.
Eyeglass Recycling — Our dedicated and
“usual gang” of recyclers will continue to be
busy working at the Park West Lions Club
building. Our Club’s lead for this service is Lion
Karl Tritchler who is joined by our dedicated
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Marketplace

Looking for a great club project??

Mason Neck Lions Park Benches (8 Feet long) Delivered and Installed (Logo Not Included).
Sturdy, each weighs around 400 lbs. Add your own Commemorative Plaque.

Great for: Parks, Tot Lots, Bus Stops, Recreation Areas and Memorials.
Constructed of reinforced concrete, treated lumber and galvanized bolts.
Price: $300 delivered - If more than 25 miles away, there is a $50 delivery charge.
For more information contact:

Lion Joe Chudzik 703-339-1686 – e-mail: faith.chudzik@gmail.com
Lion Tom Nally 703-451-5358 - e-mail: liontomnally@gmail.com
PDG “Woody” Woodard 703-314-0889 - e-mail: woodywoodard@cox.net
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